
 

SWEDEN 
National Jury motivation 
The Jonsson brothers at Ogestad estate and Hyllela farm received the Baltic Sea Farmer 
of the Year award for their long-standing and great commitment to improving the 
aquatic environment in their local area. One example is that they pump up 100,000 
cubic meters bottom water annually from the eutrophicated Dynestadviken and spread 
it on 300 hectares of arable land. The crops are fertilised, while the water in the bay 
becomes cleaner. Irrigation also helps to adapt the production to climate change, as 
the crops can withstand longer dry periods during the growing season.  

The collaboration with local actors and Västervik Municipality as well as an openness to 
test new methods are key success factors in the brothers' activities. An impressive 
number of measures to minimize nutrient leakage have been implemented. Ten 
wetlands have been established, and almost all arable land is kept green all year round. 
Biochar filter ditches, two-stage ditches, buffer zones and structural liming are other 
examples of how the Jonsson brothers strive to make production more sustainable. 
With legumes in feed cultivation the need to add mineral fertilizer is reduced, and new 
methods are being tested with extra additions of nitrogen-fixing bacteria. The company 
also makes important contributions to biodiversity by restoring and grazing large areas 
of natural pasture.   

Ogestad estate and Hyllela farm is one of Sweden's largest dairy farms with a major 
impact on the local environment. With the award, the jury wants to draw attention to 
the company's work to improve its local environment and encourage continued efforts, 
such as their upcoming investment in a biogas plant.  

National jury members  

• Helena Aronsson – Senior Lecturer at the Department of Soil and Environment; 
Agricultural water management, Swedish University of Agriculture   

• Cassandra Telldahl-Bjelkelöv – Catchment officer and water strategist, 
Municipality of Enköping Emma Svensson – EU-coordinator, Swedish Board of 
Agriculture   



 
• Markus Hoffman – Expert water and sustainability, Swedish Farmers 

Organisation   
• Jenny Jewert – Expert agriculture WWF Sweden, chair for the jury  
• Mats Johansson – Expert water and eutrophication, WWF Baltic Sea 

Programme, secretary for the jury 


