LATVIA

National Jury Motivation

The Latvian national jury is proud to nominate Dace Meldere, owner and founder of the
organic cattle farm “Kolumbi” in Kuldiga, as the WWF Baltic Sea Farmer Award 2025
national winner for Latvia. Dace Meldere’s holistic, nature-centric, and results-driven
approach to farming stands as a powerful example of how environmentally sound
agricultural practices can thrive alongside economic success, and how one farm can
become aregional pioneer in reducing eutrophication pressures on the Baltic Sea.

At the heart of Kolumbi’s success lies Dace’s unrelenting commitment to sustainable land
use. Her guiding philosophy—that anything taken from nature must be returned—is not just
a sentiment, but a measurable practice across 600 hectares of managed land. Her farm
implements a wide range of science-based measures to reduce nutrient runoff and close
the nutrient loop. Soil and crop analysis form the foundation for fertilization and crop
rotation strategies, while precision agriculture technology ensures that every square meter
of land receives the exact treatment it needs—no more, no less. Manure from over 500
cattle is meticulously collected, stored, and applied based on nutrient needs and timing,
and rainwater is captured to create slurry, eliminating the need for freshwater use.

What makes Dace Meldere’s work particularly exemplary in the Latvian context is her
leadership in setting new standards. When she began her cattle farming journey 13 years
ago, Latvia lacked strong examples of high-welfare, nutrient-efficient beef farms. Rather
than accept the status quo, Dace sought knowledge abroad and returned to implement
advanced methods on her own soil—techniques stilluncommon in the region. Her efforts
have since transformed Kolumbi into a demonstration farm for the Latvian Rural Advisory
and Training Centre and into one of the most publicly recognized livestock operations in the
country.

Beyond nutrient management, Dace’s farm excels in ecosystem protection and biodiversity
conservation. Permanent grasslands are carefully maintained and provide habitat for



native species, while buffer zones and catch crops are applied not just near waterways, but
also as physical and ecological barriers to adjacent conventional farming plots. Her
organic certification and refusal to use pesticides further reduce pollutant inputs to the
environment. The welfare of her animals is given exceptional care—spacious pastures,
massage stations, dedicated calf areas, clean water, and even genetic monitoring
demonstrate her belief in ethical, sustainable production from soil to table.

Kolumbi is also a model of circular economy and local value creation. By managing the
entire production cycle in-house—from feed cultivation to meat packaging and sales—the
farm minimizes transport-related emissions and nutrient leakage while maximizing control
over environmental standards.

Importantly, Dace Meldere is not just a farmer, but an outspoken advocate and educator.
Her farm regularly hosts training events, students, and national leaders, and she remains
actively involved in fostering cooperative efforts among other local farmers. While facing
resistance from traditional agricultural groups, she continues to push for systemic
change—particularly to bring local, organic food into school procurement systems,
replacing imports with healthier, environmentally conscious alternatives.

In selecting Dace Meldere as Latvia’s national winner, the jury recognizes her as an
environmental steward, agricultural innovator, and powerful role model. Her achievements
show that large-scale, organic beef farming can not only coexist with high environmental
standards, but also outperform conventional models. Her commitment to nutrient
efficiency, biodiversity, and climate-conscious practices significantly reduces pressures on
the Baltic Sea—and her openness to sharing knowledge makes her a beacon of change for
the entire region.

Dace Meldere’s Kolumbi farm is a living example of what the WWF Baltic Sea Farmer Award
aims to celebrate: bold, smart, and deeply rooted stewardship of the land and sea.
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