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National Jury Motivation 
The Rohlfing family manages the 1950 hectare Bad Sülze estate, located between 
Rostock and Greifswald. Around 1200 hectares of grassland are farmed organically and 
750 hectares of arable land conventionally. 

Nutrient management 

The jury was particularly impressed by the distinctive circular nutrient approach and the 
focus on organic fertilization. The cattle are fed exclusively with the farm's own feed. In 
this way, nutrients are kept as efficiently as possible within the farm and leaching into 
the water is reduced. The arable land is fertilized with the farm's own manure in the 
form of solid manure and RAL compost. The use of precision farming technology also 
enables the farm to reduce the use of crop protection and mineral fertilizers to a 
minimum in terms of water protection. The integration of over 70 hectares of peas 
enriches the crop rotation and leads to a further increase in nutrient efficiency and a 
reduction in the use of mineral fertilizers. 

Soil management 

With a strong focus on organic fertilization with solid manure and compost, Christian 
Rohlfing strives to maintain and build up humus. The farm participates in the “Humus 
Climate Network”, a project in which conventional and organic farms are advised and 
measures to build up humus are tested. Participation in BASF's carbon farming project 
also demonstrates an intensive engagement with the soil. By planning an agroforestry 
system on 70 hectares, Christian Rohlfing proves that he is also prepared to break new 
ground. Wind erosion on the large fields is an increasing challenge that the farm is 
tackling with this “nature-based solution”. 

Environmental and climate protection 

The cultivation of 800 ha of wet grassland on fenland sites is a particular feature of the 
farm. Water is only supplied to the areas shortly before mowing so that the areas can be 
accessed with machinery. There is no additional fertilization of the land. The farm also 



 

  

 

   
 

cultivates an area of the town of Bad Sülze that has been rewetted. This farming method 
prevents CO2 emissions from the land and provides a habitat for typical local animal 
and plant species.  

The farm also demonstrates its commitment to environmental and climate protection 
by participating in the “weiter Reihe” project with flowering undersown crops, planting 
seven hectares of meadow orchards and converting three hectares into grassland.  

The farm also operates a 240 kWp PV system and is planning a combined heat and 
power/biogas plant in partnership with the local hospital, which would draw heat and 
electricity from it. The plant would be powered by wood from the agroforestry system. 
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Additional engagement 

Christian Rohlfing is Chairman of the Board of the North Western Pomerania Farmers' 
Association and is therefore very well connected and respected in the region. Mr. 
Rohlfing is always very keen to show the profession of farmer more firmly in the region 
and to create more understanding for it. School classes and other interested people are 
always welcome to visit his farm. Through his regular posts on various social media, 
several appearances on television and radio programs, participation in panel 
discussions and lectures, Mr. Rohlfing also succeeds in attracting attention beyond the 
region. 

Summary assessment 

Christian Rohlfing and his team prove themselves to be worthy WWF Baltic Sea Farmers 
2025. When talking to Mr. Rohlfing, it quickly becomes clear that he is an enthusiastic 
farmer who is constructively tackling the many challenges of the future. The farm is in a 
constant state of change and new paths are being taken beyond what has been 
successful so far. The use of “nature-based solutions”, such as the planning of the 
agroforestry system and the management of the wet fenland sites, show very clearly 
that the farm sees itself as part of an agricultural ecosystem whose services it knows 
how to use and whose capital it must protect. As a farmer, who likes to be in contact 
with media and people, Christian Rohlfing is an excellent multiplier for nature-oriented, 
innovative approaches, which ultimately also benefit the protection of the Baltic Sea.  
Mr. Rohlfing is therefore very well suited as an agricultural ambassador for the 
protection of the Baltic Sea. 



 

  

 

   
 

Members of the jury 2025 

• Dr. Susanne Werner, Bauernverband Schleswig-Holstein e.V. 
• Ralf Benecke, Bauernverband Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 
• Dr. Reinhold Stauß, in Rente, ehemals Landesamt für Landwirtschaft, Umwelt 

und ländliche Räume Schleswig-Holstein 
• Carolina Wegner, Landesforschungsanstalt für Landwirtschaft und Fischerei 

MecklenburgVorpommern 
• Dr. Herwart Böhm, Thünen Institut für Ökologischen Landbau 
• Michael Berger, WWF Deutschland 


